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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear YOSAC friends and families, 
 
Another season is almost over - they go so fast! We’ve been very pleased at 
the progress of our students over the year under the baton of Dr. Bill 
Harrington, our wonderful Music Director.  Thank you to our families for 
transporting their students to rehearsals each week and to our students for 
their faithful attendance and attention to learning their music. We look 
forward to hearing the results at our final concert of the season. 
 

Dr. Harrington will hold auditions on Tuesday, May 23, from 6-9 pm, for new 

YOSAC members and those in the Concert Orchestra who wish to move up to the 

Symphony Orchestra. He would also like to meet with all returning YOSAC students 

(no audition necessary!) to briefly discuss your goals and aspirations for the coming 

school year. An audition application is available online at YOSAC.org.  Please 

encourage other young musicians you know to audition for the 2017-2018 season. 

Let’s make our orchestra bigger and stronger by all of us spreading the word 

wherever we can! 

 

I hope our students will consider taking advantage of one or more of the great 

opportunities for making music in the summer: La Honda Music Camp, Jenny Lin 

Summer Music Camp, and the Young Musicians Chamber Music Program. You can 

find details farther on in this newsletter. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Eden United Church of Christ for their 

unwavering support of YOSAC by offering their sanctuary as our concert venue for 

the last five years or so. They allowed us to rent the space at a greatly reduced rate at 

a time when other venues had raised their rates out of our price range. YOSAC 

started out at Cal State and because our director is on staff there, we have been able 

to have our concerts there at a reduced rate as we did in the beginning. But we will 

always be grateful to Eden UCC for enabling us to use its beautiful facility during 

the past years. 

 

Please be sure to attend our last concert this season on Sunday, May 21, 2:00 pm, at 

CSUEB Recital Hall 1055. We will be featuring longtime YOSAC student Brent 

Luker, who will play the Rondo from Mozart’s Flute Concerto in D Major before 

graduating. Read Dr. Harrington’s notes about the concert - you won’t want to miss 

it! 

 

We are so grateful to all those who have donated to support our young musicians and 

would very much appreciate anything you’re able to contribute at this time. As is the 

case for many nonprofits, tuition does not cover all the costs of running a quality 

program like YOSAC. So many have been so generous, and we hope your generosity 

will continue. Thank you for caring! 

 

Carol Morgan, Chair 

YOSAC Board of Directors 

 

PS:  If you usually donate in the fall, be aware that this is our only newsletter for the 

season, so you may not have donated yet. 



 

PEARLS FROM THE PODIUM FROM DR. WILLIAM HARRINGTON 

 

Dear YOSAC friends and family, 

     I am looking forward to our final Spring Concert in the Cal State Music Building Recital Hall on 

Sunday, May 21 at 2:00 (Note the earlier time from previous concerts).  Our theme for this concert is 

“From Russia with Music!”  The question of possible Russian influence on American politics has been 

much in the news the past few months, but it is widely accepted that a handful of exceptional Russian 

composers greatly shaped our cultural arts in ballet and symphonic music.  I have selected a set of 

Russian symphonic favorites for both of our groups to highlight this influence of the so-called “Mighty 

Handful” of famous Russian composers.   

     The Concert Orchestra will be featuring an excellent arrangement of Rimsky-Korsakov’s 

Sheherazade.  This tone painting is based on the fabled 1,001 Nights stories and the princess who weaved 

fantastic tales of Aladdin, Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves, and Sinbad the Sailor in order to avoid her 

morning execution by the powerful Sultan.  Each night ended with a cliff-hanger to keep the Sultan 

engaged to hear the conclusion for 1,001 nights before he finally relented and fell in love with her.  Other 

selections will include the beautiful Largo from Antonin Dvȏràk’s From the New World symphony. 

     The Symphony Orchestra will be presenting selections from Modest Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an 

Exhibition. This famous programmatic work perfectly describes in musical detail real paintings by 

Mussorgsky’s artist friend at an art gallery exhibition.  Some are fantastic renderings of witches or 

monsters, while others are sublimely beautiful landscapes.  We will also be featuring our graduating 

senior flautist, Brent Luker, in the Rondo from Mozart’s Flute Concerto in D Major.  Finally, we will 

close the program with music from that most famous of all Russian composers, Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

and his powerful Slavonic March.   Please invite all your friends and family to hear this wonderful music 

program on May 21.  On another note, auditions will be held after the May concert.  Please see the 

information later in this newsletter and invite others to audition for the 2017-2018 season.    
 

JENNY LIN FOUNDATION SUMMER MUSIC PROGRAM 

The Jenny Lin Foundation Summer Music Program is a free Bay Area music experience for music 

students entering 8th grade in the fall. Rehearsals are held at Canyon Middle School in Castro Valley on 

Mondays and Wednesdays from 6:45-9 pm. The program is from June 19 to July 26, with the final 

concert on July 28 at Chabot College – Performing Arts Center. The conductors are highly respected 

members of the music community. Many YOSAC students have taken part in the past, and it’s a great 

way to keep their music skills over the summer.  For information, you can contact them at: 

www.jennylinfoundation.org.  
 

YOUNG MUSICIANS CHAMBER MUSIC PROGRAM  
The Hayward Odd Fellows Sycamore Lodge on B St. in Hayward is once again providing a free program for string 

students this summer. Students 10-18 years old are grouped according to ability and experience.  This is a unique 

experience to play in small groups with coaching from music educators and professionals, all at no cost!  

Rehearsals take place from July 31 to August 11.  The final concert is on Aug. 12, 3 pm.  Numerous YOSAC 

members have participated in the past and found the program fun, exciting and valuable.   
 

HAYWARD LA HONDA MUSIC CAMP 
The Hayward La Honda Music Camp is organized to challenge students in a variety of creative pursuits and is 

devoted to the development of musicianship for grades 6-12. This is accomplished through a program of study, 

concentrated rehearsal, performance, recreation and general camp life.  La Honda Music Camp will be held July 22 

– July 29. So many YOSAC students have attended over the years and have had the time of their life!  This year 

once again La Honda has very generously awarded $350 scholarships to two YOSAC students, chosen by lottery:  

Senior scholarship awarded to Justin Ko.  Junior scholarship awarded to Purav Desai.  Congratulations to both!  

For more information about the camp, visit their website, www.lahondamusiccamp.org. 

http://www.lahondamusiccamp.org/


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONCERT DATE 
Sunday, May 21, 2017, 2:00 PM 
CSUEB, Hayward, Music Building, Room 1055.  
 

Symphony students should report at 12:45 p.m. and 
Concert students to report at 1:15 p.m. for dress 
rehearsal.  Concert starts at 2:00 pm and ends at 4:00 p.m.  
Refreshments will be served after the concert.    
 

Tickets:     $10.00 requested donation  
                   $5.00 for students or Seniors 

CSUEB students are free with school ID     
 

Â·   Proper concert attire is required: 
Symphony Ladies:  Long black dress or black long sleeve 
blouse (no see-through clothing) and long (hits mid-calf) skirt, 
black dress shoes and black hosiery only.   No bare legs, no 
sandals, thongs or strappy shoes.  
               
Symphony Men: Full black suit, white shirt, and black tie, black 
socks only and black dress shoes (no athletic shoes). 
 

 All Concert Orchestra members wear: Long-sleeved white 
dress shirt, blouse or turtleneck (no see-through clothing), and 
black dressy pants (no jeans) or long (mid-calf/ankle length) 
skirt, black socks only and black dress shoes. 
 

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS! 
YOSAC would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
volunteers that have assisted with auditions, concerts, 
publicity, room parents, and other various tasks throughout the 
season.  We really appreciate our volunteers. 
 

SEE’S CANDIES FUNDRAISER 
Thank you to all of the YOSAC students who participated and 
helped us to have success in our See's Candies fundraisers 
for the 2016-2017 season.  A very special thank you to our top 
fundraiser sellers.  They each received a gift certificate for 

Cold Stone Creamery in appreciation for their efforts.  This 
season the students raised $1,100 profit for YOSAC. Thank 
you again for all your help and for supporting YOSAC. 

 

AUDITION INFORMATION 
The auditions for the 2017-2018 season will be held by 
appointment only on Tuesday, May 23, 2017, 6 PM to 9 PM.  

Please complete the online audition application at 
www.YOSAC.org.   
 

Once your application is received, you will be contacted to 
confirm your audition date/time.  All new and returning 
students who wish to advance to the higher orchestra will 
need to audition.  Returning students who choose to 
remain in their current seating assignments will need to 
meet with the conductor to review goals for the coming 
season.  
 

Auditions last approximately 5-10 minutes for each student.   
 
Violin, viola, cello, wind and bass audition music will be 
posted on the YOSAC website for download no later than  
5/9/17.  All other instruments please follow the directions on 

the website.   

GRADUATING SENIORS! 
YOSAC would like to congratulate the graduating 
seniors of the Class of 2017.  We hope that you have a 
successful future and may all your dreams come true. 

  
GERARDO AYALA - Has played violin with YOSAC 

for 5 years.  He is planning to attend University of 
California at Riverside and will major in Applied 
Mathematics.   

 
NATHAN HUYNH - Has played violin with YOSAC 

for 3 years.  He is planning to attend University of 
California at Merced and will major in Computer 
Science.  

 
BRENT LUKER - Has played flute with YOSAC for 7 

years.  He is planning to attend University of California 
at Santa Barbara and will major in Computer 
Engineering.    

 
PHEOBE YEUNG - Has played trumpet/percussion 

with YOSAC for 2 years.  She is planning to attend 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Massachusetts and 
will major in Mechanical Engineering and Percussion 
Performance. 

 
 

HORIZON EVENT ENSEMBLE 
Our Horizon Event Ensemble has been practicing faithfully 
each week to represent YOSAC with high quality 
performances for outside events.  Recently they played for the 
Stonebrae PTA spaghetti dinner and received many 
compliments.  Thank you, Brent Luker, Gerardo Ayala, 
Isabella Lau, Caitlin Lyons, and Ian Carlos!  And thank you, 
Isaac Levine for volunteering to coach these dedicated 

students!  
 

EScrip/Lucky’s & SaveMart 
YOSAC is participating in the Lucky’s eScrip program.  This 
helps organizations such as ours raise much needed funds.  
When you are shopping at Lucky’s (or Save Mart, or Food 
Maxx), look for the shelf tag with the eScrip Shares logo on it.  
When you purchase qualifying items, you will receive extra 
savings on your favorite brands and YOSAC will get extra 
earnings from your participation in eScrips.  You must first “opt 
in” with your phone number or Lucky You Rewards card 
number at escrip.com/lucky.   
 

TINY TICKETS (BART): 
YOSAC is collecting BART “tiny tickets” as a fundraiser.  If you 
have a BART ticket that has a small amount remaining on it, 
please consider donating it to YOSAC at the May Concert.  
There will be a collection box at the front door.  Thank you! 

http://marketing.escrip.com/rd/9z1zqon7gno01u4k819d8bi2msshs94bb3a5pceq1ng


YOSAC SPRING CONCERT  
MAY 21 at 2:00 PM 
CSUEB, HAYWARD 

MUSIC BUILDING, ROOM 1055 
 

YOSAC AUDITIONS  
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

TUESDAY, MAY 23 
6 PM TO 9 PM 

 
 
 

YOSAC Donation Form 
 

I am sending a tax-deductible contribution in the amount of $_____________ to YOSAC.  

 

Name:  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Mail to:  YOSAC, PO Box 3970, Hayward, CA  94540 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOSAC 

Youth Orchestra of Southern Alameda County 

P.O. Box 3970 

Hayward, CA 94540 

(510) 483-1163 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                              

 

 

                                                                                  

 

                                                                                    Or Current Resident                 

 

 

 

www.YOSAC.org 

 

http://www.yosac.org/

